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(%���$����
�&����$%����%�����%�������&�)  We are spoiled by the wonderful convenience of 
electricity. It powers our world and we are dependent upon it. When we find ourselves without 
power, our world comes crashing down around us.  
This class is to get you thinking about how you would do these things WHEN the power goes 
out. What will you do if there is a powerful storm, earthquake, freeze, energy crisis, financial 
collapse or even an EMP?? Power outages can last anywhere from a few seconds to a week, 
month or more. When it happens, will you be able manage at home or will you have to relocate 
until the crisis has past? In case, leaving is your only choice, do you have a place to go? 
�
Ezra Taft Benson said, “As families we should strive to be self-reliant. Since 1936, members of 
the Church have been instructed to have in storage a one-year supply of food, clothing, and, 
where possible, fuel. This enables us to survive loss of employment, loss of income, or even 
calamity, as spoken of in the revelations.“‘Strengthen Thy Stakes’,” Ensign, Jan 1991, pg.2. 
 
We are going to concentrate on ways to: light, cook and heat and some of the fuels to power 
these devises up. There are many different options for each of these, literally thousands of them 
can be found; on the internet or locally. I am not endorsing any particular brands or devices. 
Each family and circumstances are different. Only you can decide what will work best for you. 
But this I can say, Finding several ways to provide light, to cook and to keep your family warm, 
now while the lights are still burning bright and knowing where they are and how to use them, 
will make all the difference in the world in how your family will react when the power does go 
out. Will they be afraid or will they find joy in the moment?  
 
So the first thing you need to do is make a list of what your family’s needs are. Does your family 
have small children, grandparents, sick members or are they mostly grown and healthy? What 
will you be cooking? How will you cook it? How cold does it get where you live and for how 
long? How big of an area will you need to heat? Is your house new or old, does it have good 
insulation? What about lighting? Will you be going to bed soon after the sun goes down, or do 
you have a late night family or one with little children that need night-lights? Then look at what 
you already have and can use to do these things. So if you have a ton of wood and a wood 
burning stove that you could use to heat and cook on you may not need anything in this area. 
What about lighting, do you have lanterns, do you have fuel for it and extra mantels if needed? 
Do you think you have pretty much everything you need or are you starting from scratch? 
Wherever you are there is room for improvement, so let’s get started with finding out what there 
is out there to fulfill your family’s needs. 
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When the power goes out having alternative sources of lighting will be invaluable. There are 
many different ways to light up the darkness; it would be wise to have several different kinds of 
lighting available to you. For instance, you will want something to light up part or all of a room 
like lanterns and something else that gives a bright beam of light to a specific spot like 
flashlights. All lights are not created equal. You want to find a combination of bright light that 
lasts a long time with little use of fuel (batteries, etc). Hint: putting white sheets on your walls 
will make the room brighter by reflecting the light. The following are some ideas for lighting. 
They are listed in alphabetical order and not by order of importance.  
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���*	  Cost @$130	
All-in-One-Unit includes: Solar Panel; Charge Controller; Batteries; 400 watt 
Inverter; 2 AC outlets, USB port; digital display; LED light; am/fm radio 
Takes 30 hours of sunlight to charge the battery (3 days). 
You can plug appliances directly into it: 
It will run a: Laptop 2.5 hours; Fluorescent Light: 6 hours; 3/8” Drill: 16 min. 

 
 

 Xantrex 600/Duracell Powerpack 600: Cost @ $130 + solar panel ($300) 
Includes: (28 amp/600 watts): Charge Controller; Batteries; Inverter  
It Charges in 8 hrs w/ 60+-watt solar panel (not included) 
Runtimes: Laptop: 7 hrs Light; 20 hours; 3/8” Drill: 50 minutes 
 
Xantrex 1500: Cost @ $350 + solar panels ($600) 
Includes: 60 amp/1,500 watts; Charge Controller; Batteries; Inverter;  
Charges in 10 hours with 100+ watt solar panel (use two panels- 5 hours) 
Will run: Laptop: 17 hours; Light: 50 hours; 3/8” drill: 2 hours; Radio: 40 
hours; 13” TV: 3.5 hours; 18 cu.ft. refrigerator: 3 hrs; Microwave-10 min; 
Wheat grinder: 2-15 cans depending on the grinder 
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                                                 Now What? 
 

�� Make a Plan for YOUR Family: Lighting ; Cooking; Heating 
This is will different for each family but I recommend getting at least two kinds of things to: light, 
cook and heat. For instance: we have light sticks, right next to the bed to light if there is an 
earthquake in the middle of the night (with gas leak, even flashlights can set off explosions); 
headlamps for hands free lighting; bright flashlights for looking near and far and lanterns for 
general room lighting. The same for cooking: apple box oven/solar oven for baking (yum); rocket 
stove for bring things to a boil; icebox cooker for simmering without power. You get the idea. 
Planning for more than one type of “Light” is just common sense. 

�� Gather Your Tools and Fuels 
Now is the time to gather your supplies, while they are still available. 

�� Practice, Practice, Practice 
How about a family, friend, ward or neighborhood drill? Pick a day, sooner rather than later and 
go 24 hours without: utilities or water. How will you cook, light, heat and wash? Learn how to use 
your supplies now so that when disaster strikes you will not only know where everything is that 
you need but you are comfortable with using it. The upcoming Shakeout Drill on Nov. 13th 
(shakeout.com) and the S. California Stake Drills on Nov.15th would be perfect times for this.  

�� Feel the Peace of Preparedness 
I promise you that as you follow the words of the Prophets and get prepared, the fear you may be 
feeling right now, will dissipate. There is nothing like the peace the Spirit brings when we are 
following the commandments. Food Storage and emergency preparedness are a matter of faith. 
 

“I testify that wickedness is rapidly expanding in every segment of our society.  It is more highly organized, 
more cleverly disguised, and more powerfully promoted than ever before. Secret combinations 
lusting for power, gain, and glory are flourishing. A secret combination that seeks to overthrow 
the freedom of all lands, nations, and countries is increasing its evil influence and control over 
America and the entire world… I testify that as the forces of evil increase under Lucifer's 
leadership and as the forces of good increase under the leadership of Jesus Christ, there will be 
growing battles between the two until the final confrontation. As the issues become clearer and 
more obvious, all mankind will eventually be required to align themselves either for the kingdom 
of God or for the kingdom of the devil. As these conflicts rage, either secretly or openly, the 
righteous will be tested. God's wrath will soon shake the nations of the earth and will be poured 
out on the wicked without measure. But God will provide strength for the righteous and the 
means of escape; and eventually and finally truth will triumph.”Ezra Taft Benson, Oct. 1988 
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RECOMMENDED EMERGENCY HOME FUEL STORAGE 
LIMITS AND GUIDELINES 

as approved by the following Utah County Area ONLY 
(check w/fire dept in your area) 

           
The information in this brochure is only intended to provide typical homeowners with general 
guidelines concerning emergency fuel storage at residential locations.  Please consult your local 
fire department for definitive answers to any questions you might have, after reviewing the 
following recommendations.  (15 January 1999) 
The following guidelines are based on the 1997 edition of the UNIFORM FIRE CODE, which 
has been fully adopted into the annotated Utah State Code and local City Ordinances. 
Common Questions and Answers  
Q:  Can I store emergency fuel containers inside my home, basement and/or attached garage? 
A:  No!  Generally speaking, we ask that you only store emergency fuel containers in a detached 
shed or garage to minimize fire hazards and ignition sources.  Two or three (2 or 3) 1-gallon 
DOT rated containers for gasoline, and 2-cycle fuel for general operation of lawn maintenance 
equipment, are permissible in your attached garage.  We have experienced many serious 
problems with larger quantities of fuel inside homes, basements, attached garages and carports. 
Q:  Can I store as many containers as I want in my garden shed or unattached garage? 
A:  No.  Depending on the type of fuel (gasoline, kerosene, diesel, propane), you are only 
allowed to store limited quantities of each type of fuel in certain kinds and sizes of containers.  
See following guidelines for each type of fuel. 
Q:  What authority does the fire dept. have to tell me what I can and cannot do in my own home? 
A:  The legal authority comes from fire prevention related portions of the Utah State Code and 
local city and county ordinances.  This really is a life safety (your life safety) issue.  Also, your 
homeowner’s insurance provider would like you to keep the quantities of flammable liquids 
stored at your residence to a bare minimum. 
Home Storage of Flammable Liquids (Gasoline and Coleman White Gas)  
Maximum residential storage of flammable liquids (gasoline and white gas) shall be limited to 25 
gallons; preferably stored in an unattached garage or shed.  Of this 25 gallon total, no more than 
10 gallons can be stored in an attached garage; and absolutely no flammable liquid storage is 
allowed in basements.   
Empty containers shall be counted as full when calculating total storage capacity.  
Flammable liquid storage containers shall be of an approved type.  Most of these containers are 
labeled as approved for flammable liquid use, and indicate the standards they are designed to 
meet. Always use approved or original retail containers. No used milk jugs!  
If you decide to store more than 5 gallons of flammable liquids at your home, you need at least 
one 2A10BC rated fire extinguisher, located no closer than 10 ft, and no further away than 50 ft. 
Control of sources of ignition is mandatory!  All transfer and dispensing of flammable liquids 
requires careful attention be paid to eliminating static spark discharge, and ignition of flammable 
vapors.  Open flames and high temperature devices must be controlled and approved for use with 
flammable liquids.  And, smoking is prohibited in the storage area.  
Flammable and combustible liquids in the fuel tanks of motor vehicles (gasoline, diesel and 2-
cycle blends) are exempt, and therefore not considered as a part of your total home fuel storage 
quantities.  
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Home Storage of Combustible Liquids (Diesel, Kerosene and Lamp Oil)  
Maximum residential storage of combustible liquids (Diesel, Kerosene and Lamp Oil) shall be 
limited to 60 gallons; preferably stored in an unattached garage or shed.  Of this 50 gallon total, 
no more than 10 gallons can be stored in an attached garage; and absolutely no combustible 
liquid storage is allowed in basements.  Combustible liquid storage containers shall be of an 
approved type. Most of these containers are labeled as approved for flammable liquid use and 
indicate the standards they are designed to meet. Always use approved or original containers.  
No used milk jugs!  
If you decide to store more than 25 gallons of combustible liquids at your home, you need at 
least two 2A10BC rated fire extinguishers, located no closer than 10 feet, and no further away 
than 50 feet. 
Control of sources of ignition is mandatory!  All transfer and dispensing of combustible liquids 
requires careful attention be paid to eliminating static spark discharge, and ignition of flammable 
vapors.  Open flames and high temperature devices must be controlled and approved for use with 
flammable/combustible liquids.  And, smoking is prohibited in the storage area. 
Portable Kerosene heating appliances shall be (UL) listed, and shall be limited to a fuel take 
capacity of 2 gallons. However, the Uniform Fire Code specifically prohibits the use of these 
unvented heating appliances in occupied living spaces.  If you decide to use these devices, 
closely follow the manufacturer’s instructions for use, always maintain adequate separation from 
combustible surfaces, maintain good ventilation in order to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning, 
and use a battery powered Carbon Monoxide detector to detect dangerous conditions.  
 
Home Storage of Flammable LP-Gases (Propane and Butane)  
Residential Propane storage issues are more complex than those for flammable and combustible 
liquids.  If you want a permanent LP-Gas system and tank installed, county ordinance allows you 
up to 2,000 gallons water capacity in heavily populated areas, provided you obtain a permit, 
comply with relevant installation codes, and hire a state licensed contractor to perform the work 
and supply the equipment and product.  However, some cities have passed local ordinances that 
restrict total LP-Gas capacity to 500 gallons or less, where natural gas service is readily 
available.  Please contact any state licensed Propane supplier, under “Gas-Propane” in the yellow 
pages, for more information regarding permanent Propane gas installations. 
For portable DOT tank storage, you are allowed up to 25 gallons total capacity.  You could have 
up to five 5-gallon (20 lb) portable appliance cylinders (the size usually found on barbecue grills; 
or one 23-gallon (100 lb) cylinder, in storage at your home, in an unattached garage or shed.  
But, if you want to store propane and flammable liquids together, they should be separated by at 
least 10 feet. 
You are only allowed to store up to two (2) of the small portable 1-pound cylinders inside your 
home or attached garage. All other propane cylinder storage must be outside your home in an 
unattached garage or shed.  
Propane cylinders attached to heating and/or cooking appliances, as well as those mounted on 
trailers, motor homes, and campers, do not count towards your total storage capacity.  
Unattached or empty cylinders are counted as being full for purposes of calculating your total 
storage.  
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Use this table as a starting point as you evaluate the needs of your family and plan your cooking 
fuel storage (evaluate heating/electric power separately).  
 
�*,������������!'������� :  
Number of people - number of cooking hours and type of fuels will vary depending on the size of 
your crowd.  
Types of food stored - whole grains take significantly more fuel than canned foods.  
Weather conditions - plan for cold, hot, and stormy weather.  
Physical environment - ability to store and use certain types of fuel will change depending on 
your location (house vs. apartment). Be sure to plan for portable cooking in case of evacuation.  
��#��	���������
��  - learn what legal restrictions are in your area. Abide by them!  
Storage space - location and amount of storage space.  
Practicality and financial investment - active solar and wind power is a wonderful option. It 
would not be practical for some homes and is a huge financial investment. Be wise!  
Set realistic goals and make steady progress to achieving them. Practice to ensure that your 
estimates are accurate. We found that canned heat had to be modified when we started using 2-3 
cans at once to achieve higher temperatures. Change as needed.  
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